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Have you ever been in contrary circumstances (circumstances that are 

working against you) only to later discover that it was the hand of God 

working for good in your life?  

 

Illus: Micah (halo); Sabbatical (grieving; discouragement); Financial 

hardships; Relationships; etc. 

 

Jesus will lovingly create contrary circumstances in our lives as opportunities 

to soften our hearts so that we may see and know Him for who He is. 

 

Initially crafted this sentence to read that Jesus will create crisis in your 

life... It is so essential for you to truly know God as He is and for your heart 

to softened toward Him that it is worth some crisis in your life.  

Illus.: It is so essential that your physical heart keep pumping that when 

there is a hardening of the arteries, it is worth the crisis of by-pass surgery 

to remove that blockage. God is not unloving or unkind to allow, and even 

to instigate some tribulation in your life to awaken you to the reality of who 

He is.  

Illus.: Lazarus (John 11) ~ Jesus intentionally waited 2 additional days after 

hearing that Lazarus was dying before starting His journey to Bethany. Jesus 

gave us His interpretation of the Lazarus’s circumstances: “this sickness is 

not to end in death (Lazarus died, but it would not be the end!) but for the 

glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.” Jesus issued this 

crisis so that Mary, Martha, Lazarus, the disciples, and we would be 

awakened to the reality of who Jesus is. You don’t come to see and know 

someone as the embodiment of life and resurrection power unless you 

encounter death and overcome it.  

In Mark 6, we will see another example of how Jesus will lovingly creates 

contrary circumstances as an opportunity to soften His disciples’ hearts so 

that they may see and know Him for who He is. 

 

We need to read this passage, where Jesus walks on the water, in light of 

the previous account where Jesus feeds the thousands with a few loaves. 

We know that these two accounts of the loaves and the lake are connected 

because of [vs. 52].  In other words, the whole purpose of this encounter 

with Jesus walking on the water was a response to the disciples’ failure to 

grasp the full significance of who Jesus is in the feeding of the 5,000. So 

Jesus presses His disciples into another teachable moment in vs. 45: 

“Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of 

Him to the other side to Bethsaida, While He Himself was sending the crowd 

away.”  

 

Take note of a couple important things here:  

 

1) When vs. 45 says Jesus “made” His disciples get into the boat and 

go, it is a strong word that carries the idea of force. He made/forced 

them to go; He insisted that they go. In other words the disciples 

weren’t given a choice.  

2) Jesus is not only aware of what would happen in vs. 48, that they 

would encounter overpowering headwinds, He has control of the 

weather. Remember Psalm 148: “Praise the LORD from the earth, 

Sea monsters and all deeps; fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy 

wind, fulfilling His word.” 

 

Life Principle: Sometimes obedience to Jesus will lead to contrary 

circumstances in our lives. The disciples obeyed Jesus, and they ended up in 

the middle of the lake exhausted and utterly frustrated! Vs. 47 simply says 

they were in the “middle of the sea,” but they weren’t supposed to be 

there. When we compare John 6, we discover they were about 3-4 miles 

out, and even though they had been struggling against the waves for many 

hours, they were only being blown further off course by the wind. And how 

did they get into this mess? By listening to Jesus!  



Now, those of you who have been around for a while might be about ready 

to protest: “Ty, haven’t you’ve always taught us that obedience leads to 

blessing?” Yes, it does! It is a maxim, a general truth, that obedience leads 

to blessing. Obedience to God will save us from a thousand/million troubles 

in our lives. But there will be times when God’s blessing will come to us 

through contrary winds, creating a crisis so that God can take our faith 

deeper and our vision higher of who He is. That’s what Jesus does in this 

passage. He sends the disciples into contrary winds to create a teachable 

moment.  

 Vs. 48 sights the 4
th

 watch of the night which is about 3 am—they are still 

rowing and still losing ground! 

Doesn’t life and ministry often seem to feel that way. We obey God only to 

find ourselves exhausted and frustrated, not making visible progress but 

seeming to lose ground. Yet it is in those moments that Jesus will come to 

us to reveal the glory of who He is. That’s precisely what He does for His 

disciples in [vs. 48]. 

That last phrase of vs 48 should stop us in our tracks. Jesus didn’t just come 

to bail them out of their circumstances; “He intended to pass them by!” The 

NIV translation of this phrase is unfortunate. In an attempt to alleviate the 

awkward wording, they rendered it as “He was about to pass them by.” But 

the Greek is stronger using the word “thelo” which means “to desire, want, 

or will. The NAS and ESV are more precise here saying, “He intended/meant 

to pass them by.” Either way, Jesus purpose was not to stop and offer His 

services as a relief rower.   

Q: Why would Jesus walk on water to where they were in the middle of the 

lake only to pass them by? And what does it have to do with the disciple’s 

failure to understand what the miracle of the loaves taught about Jesus?  

Jesus is revealing to them that He is God—the embodiment of God’s infinite 

glory! He’s not just a human messiah; He is the Almighty!!  

There are 3 clues in this passage that point the divine glory of Jesus!  

1) Jesus walks on water, doing what only God can do! (vs. 48) 

When Peter walked on water, it was not by His own power but by 

Jesus’ enabling. The OT indicates that treading on the waves is 

something that only the Creator had the power to do. For example: 

• Speaking of God, Job 9:8, 11 says, “Who alone stretches out 

the heavens, and tramples down the waves of the 

sea...Were He to pass by me, I would not see Him; Were He 

to move past me, I would not perceive Him. 

 

• Isaiah 43:15-16— "I am the LORD, your Holy One, The 

Creator of Israel, your King." Thus says the LORD, Who 

makes a way through the sea And a path through the mighty 

waters…” 

 

By walking to them on the water, Jesus was demonstrating His 

authority and power and Creator-God.   

2) “Passing by” was a sort of theophany closely associated to the 

theophanies of the OT. A theophany is a manifestation or 

appearance of God. Perhaps the most famous is in Exodus 33 when 

Moses prayed to see God’s glory, the Lord said,  

 

“I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and 

will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will 

be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 

compassion on whom I will show compassion." But He said, 

"You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!" 

Then the LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by Me, and 

you shall stand there on the rock; and it will come about, 

while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft 

of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed 

by. "Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My 

back, but My face shall not be seen." (Ex 33:19-23) 
 

Elijah had a similar experience in 1 Kings 19 just after He slew the 

prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel and Jezebel was seeking to kill him. 

Elijah was so exhausted and depressed he wanted to die, but the 



Lord said, “Go forth and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” 

And behold, the Lord was passing by!” (vs. 11). Ahead of the Lord 

came a wind so strong it was breaking apart the mountain rocks. 

Next came an earthquake and then a great fire before the Lord 

passed by speaking in a gentle blowing breeze.  

 

It seems the best explanation as to why Jesus would pass by His 

disciples, walking on the lake, was to present Himself as a 

theophany—God made visible! This seems to be further confirmed 

by what Jesus said to His disciples, which is our third clue.  

 

3) Jesus identified Himself as, “I Am”  

As Jesus proceeds to pass by the disciples in this extraordinary 

display of His diety, He is literally interrupted by the terrified 

disciples in [vs. 49-50a]. Once again the disciples fail to see the glory 

that Jesus is manifesting because their hearts are still hard. Jesus 

responds to their fear by saying, “take courage; it is I, do not be 

afraid.”  A literal translation of Jesus words would be, “Courage! I 

Am. Don’t fear.” When Jesus says, “I am,” He uses the Greek Ego 

Eimi, which translates the very name God gave Himself in Exodus 

3:14—“I Am who I Am.”  

The very next thing Jesus does is a beautiful picture of His grace. Vs 51—

“Then he got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped….” But the 

disciples are “utterly astonished” as if they had forgotten how He calmed 

the stormy sea with just a word in chapter 4.  

The disciples have classic symptoms of a spiritual hardness of heart that is 

common to all people apart from God’s intervening grace: seeing but not seeing! How 

many times has Jesus “shown up” in your life but what you failed to see 

Him? Like the disciples, we see God work in extraordinary ways, but when 

the next test or opportunity comes up, we return to our old ways of 

thinking.  

The good news is that even when we lack insight, God continues to work, 

giving us opportunities to see. The disciples did not gain insight from the 

loaves. They still lack insight on the lake, but in vss. 53-56 Jesus continues to 

provide opportunities for them to see His divine glory as the God who heals. 

[vs. 53-56].  

Jesus is the embodiment of healing power. And every person He healed was 

the subject of adverse circumstances for the glory of God. As believers we 

can say that we have been entrusted with trials as stewards of the glory of 

God. Not only will He use unpleasant circumstances to work for our good by 

demonstrating who He is to us, but He will also give us the opportunity to 

display His glory to others as we trust Him in the trials.  

Of those that Jesus healed, some gained eyes to truly see Jesus and others 

did not. Some hearts were softened, some were hardened. The big question 

is, how is your heart responding to the way God is working in your life? Your 

heart cannot remain neutral. Either it will grow harder or it will grow softer? 

Are you gaining more insight into the character and ways of God through 

your contrary circumstances or are you becoming defensive and calloused 

with anger and bitterness, as though God is expected to meet your 

criteria/expectations?  

Certainly the greatest example of God using contrary circumstances for our 

good and for His glory is the life of His own Son. Hebrews 5 says of Jesus 

that “He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And having 

been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of 

eternal salvation”(Heb 5:8-9). The Father used suffering in the life of His Son 

to provide salvation for us and He will use suffering in our lives to make us 

like His Son—so that we may share in His glory.  

Jesus will lovingly create contrary circumstances in our lives as opportunities 

to soften our hearts so that we may see and know Him for who He is. 

 

Prayer 

Father, how grateful we should be that you love us enough to bring contrary 

circumstances into our lives for our good. And yet our hearts so easily 



resent the work that You are so graciously seeking to accomplish in us. 

Father open our eyes to see you—to see Jesus in His glory. Only you could 

give us eyes to see infinite glory through the suffering of the cross. How we 

thank You that Jesus embraced every “contrary” circumstance, even death, 

so that we could be rescued from the condemnation of our sin.  

Lord, I pray for those among us today who are straining at the oars against 

contrary head winds. Grant them perseverance and give them eyes to see 

You in the midst of the struggle.  

Communion: 

 Bread: Isa 53:6, 10 

 Cup: 2 Cor 5:21 


